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A Study of “ird llming ia Cyprua

John . Hubbard

"Phev have also in the Taland a certalne pwall bird much Lile

.I;Iﬂr_n a Wagtalle dn fothers aml making, these are so adtrema Far chat vyou

can ﬁnrceivu nothdng els 1o all thelr boedies: these birds arte now dn
season. They faka srest quamclcle of them, and they uae ta pickle
then with vwineger and salb, and to put them in pobs aril send them o
Tendice amd other places of Fealy for present of great estiaatlon.  They
gy they seod almost L1200 jarees er pots to Venloce, besldes these which
are conmrzed in the Inland, which are a great nwsher.”

oy centuries countless small bivds heen been captured for foomld
pn the eastern Mediterrnnean lslasmd of Cyprus. Moste of the birds are
migranta in passage between Eurasia and Afrien, amwl most are gt prasent
Faken on.emall atfels cnated wich a sticky subscance calie] BRtrd-lime'.
The precise eoll of bimds has never been accuracely dotersined, al-
thanish there {3 1izele doubt that woe millions e canphb every year.
Bird—catching on the islaod bas cone to eher dncraasine attention =f
ornitholopizte slecvhere malaly as rhe result of the Larpe mmber of
rinps that have been recovored hy the lfnera and published hy the Cyprus
Oreithological Sccicty. With the increasing asnrenean aof bird ILnlng
has also come the tealizaflon of the need for compervabion measures to
coptral thia activity. Althwuph prelioloary ateps toward congerving
LEEd11fe have been inibiated by the membors of the Secicty awd Ly Ehe
Roval Society for rie ARSVEHEISH 6F Crocity Co fnfanls, a detadled atwdy

of wdri=llaing on chich conservabios measures wight be Laped had never




been carried sut om the islami. Io the late suw=ier of 1947 the sup-
gestion was made that s ceam of ornftholopisis from the tnithaaninn
Toatitution carry out auch a study on Cyprus as part of a karger bird
ringing and blosedicel program to atudy the transaisainn of wirunses
Ly migratory birds and their ectoparasites threnph northeast Africa.
Afrer g preliainary sutvey at the willape of Paralimmd o scutheastern
Cyprus in the autuwm of 1987 a concenbeated stndy was undereaken there
in the apring of 1968,

the mite of our studins was the willage of Paralinnd, which is 5
cileg gourhesoutheest of Famagpusta, o sowthesstern Cyprus, The villege
{olavation 2530 feet above jed level) 1s less than a mile from tho
Usditerranegan, and is situncdd az che northero end of a peninauln
whieh culminates at Cape Greco, appromimately 10 wilen poutheast of
Paralinni {map}. The general tervaln arouad the village i= lewel ot
gently rolling, but sonthward along tie peninsula, eazt of this ridee,
rhera 1s a narrow coastal strip of ueac-level dand which 1s & wmille or
lopg wide and abour 3 miles loag. Most of the Iand dn the vicinlty of
the willage is coversd hy cultivated Flelds sl orchavds (neainly citrug),
the foraer predominatisg north of the village and Che latter occurting
mainly southward. Fhelds and erchacrda alse eceupy the coastal strip
alang the eastern sfde of the pentnsula, bt uncolcivaced regetation
enigts over much of the Test of the peninsula, paopcinlly an the oldge
erd En rocky and broken aress,. e unecw ] Livaeed vnq&fntion in larpely
worie—sdnphed forbs and low Heddtercanesn acral, hut near Cape Greco

there 1o a Lract of funiper (e plganteed) womlland. Thatres are
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alan stends of an introduced scecla (Aogata Pewanophyllz) and pcattered
eucalyptus {(Eusgiyptus ap.)} trees throurlomt Che ares.,

Host of the liming at Tatralimnl is dome in the coastsl strip and
in the area immediately south of the villasge. This aren of intensive
iiming totals roughly 10 aquare miles. Omly those sitee on which r_h:n_ra
are trees and ocher places for birds fo p-E'-hrlrch are used for Liming.
Ffavored are small proves &€ =stripe of vegetationm mear open fields oz
guch fresl water pources as clsterns or leala in plpee. Hare one may
see a dozen or more lime-sticks in the top and peripheral bfanches of
gach emall tree, Both cultivated and wild vegetation 1z nsed to seppoert
sticks, but olives and other open troes are préefaerred.  The sticks arve
lafd horizontally with one or both eends supperted by vegetation and
the middle frea of cbstructiom. The sticks are usually placed sarly
in the morning (between 3:0M aad 6200 am}, just before the bhivds he-
cana active, Since bivd-iime 1a moat effectiwe In atill, coal, and
moderntelsy lamid afr, the hest tdze for bivd-catehdng fs Ao the morning.
Later in the day ass it becomes warmer, d@gler, and often windy, the 1ione
dries out and .E::LrL’.cng, Fxtrene conl temperatures cansed by sorth winde
also can undevmine che effectivensaa of bird-ldise, as doen pracipitation
whilech makes the meterial dey and rubbery. When unfaverable condftions
develop the aticke are remowed, ot sometimee they are left Iin plece
all day, parclcularly £f birds are abundant.

In laying lime sgicks the limers expertly positblon then in attractive
places for birds to pecch, Often bivds cowme Lo Limed sftes of Eheir oun
valltion, but {n large groves vherc oalvw certoln trecs or areRs are

leavily limed, periodically the Ifmers host nodaily throwsl the hrush
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deiviung the birds into the l:iirnr—:-:l sifpes,

When a bird alighta on & limestick 1t nommally flutters wpward
in an attempt to escape and in so doing 4t is pulled back by the lima;
in che stmuggle it loaes its balance apd pitches forward, hasging
head downwards (Plate L}, In this posicion it may remadn quietly, but
often It continugs {ts fluttering and fn wn dofng it catchea its winga
and £ail on the ldme (Flate 23, Tf the bizd centinues fluctering the
veval result ia aciling and loss of {ts feathers eapectally the primaries.
streng birds such as Sonp Thrushes, Tortle feves and Oriales oay becme
incapacitated faor £light by thedir wild thrasbing and Feathor loas
{Flate 3). Other species vary in fosther losa depeading bath on thair
behavior amd plumﬂgE_ characteristics. The atickinees of the lime at
the tilme of capture alee Influences Feather dmmage.

The Limer gonerally attempts to ratowe bimls From the sticks
rapidly after capburs bo prevent excape and thele loging Feathers that
may g0l the scieks. To vemowe & birvd, he grabs 1t simultansously by
the lege, body, and wing feathers aund puils it free. The bied {5 then

¥
immedintely killed, penerally by cubting the throat with 2 pocket knife
or hiting che head or neck, snd 4s thrown fnco a collecting basket
with other carcasses, Pericdicslly the concents of these hashets
are gathered and the bilrvda are pluchel mul cleansd, elither at the Lizing
glte or dn the willase., The prepored hirds arve either caten iy rhe
villisrera or gold to local restnurants sfhiich serve them as l':m.:[.,

In preparation fer hiled-catching each wear the willazeva make
bird-lime and coat sticks with the material. Thia 1z done fa tha ];lt.{-\-
ggnmer and ecarly sutumn when the frult of che Assyring Plom Tree (Comdd

suzmt. Eamilv Borvacdnacsas)  sneder 1o Sewsal wdeane Tlam w1 F
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pleck clusters of the grnpuhliﬁﬂ fruit when they tuen & light orange
colar. They then either mash the entire Frult or squeeze oub the
vigeous pulp dnto a contafner. They add boney and beat the mixture
until it forms & froth. They dip sticks into the mixture and apin
them until they are coated evenly with a layer of lizma, lesving one
end unccated to serve sz a hindly. Aoy adhering seeds ore cemoved.
In genersl the sticks used are 183 to 30 dnches loog and up to an Inch
in dimmecer at the lsrge end. Any supple rod can be suwed for a lime-—
stick, hut withes of pomepranate and olive see favored in Paralimnd.
The cnated sticks are cured im the sux for a day or twe before they
are ready to use, Sticks that are not weing uwaed are wrapped in
bundles and are uwaually stavel or cerried in elongated gourds. Properly
cared far, the brown-coloered sticks are pood for an entire season of
bird-cstching. Limers moke lime—sticks boath for thelr owm use and
for srle., Cood limesticks bring 1 te 2 Cyprus shillings in local
marketsa .
Hethoda

Our sppreoach to this study was, quite almply, to Iotercept the
lined birds hefors cthay were prepmecd for censwmmption. TInitisllw,
in the autumn of 1967, we tried visiting che acepnl liming sites and
recording catches, bBut the liming proved Lo be seagpteored over soeh a
wide area dn to Imvelve such & rapld ftern—ower of birds that we could
not sutdy the siteation effectively, In the apring of 1968 we opred
to have the limers brim; their catches to a8 centval placa In Paralimni
instead, amd further, we agked that the birds be brought In alive

rather chan desd. Thia arrangement proded to e aeocceneable to aome
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af the limers, malnly because they did not wish to be bothered wlth live birds
that zequired caging and were liable to escepe. Thellmers who did not wish

to cooperate in the study killed and disposed of thelr birds as they are
accustomed to doing without our tabulating bhelr cetch.

The limed birde that were brought to us in Pavalimnd arrived from
mid=morning through the evenilng of the dav of thelr capture, depending om Che
nearness aud the accesslbilicy of the site #£ whigh they ware limed. In most
casas the birds were brought in late in the day sfter fammurs finished chelr
gebivicies in the fields snd returned to the village. This meant that in pome
cages birds thar were caught in the morning were not released until the
following mPFuing’ 24 hours later, The delay in precessing birde doubhtlessly
cotttrlibuted to overall mortality, nlfhﬂugh to offsat delay we worked svenings
ro aort birds so that release could take place at dawn, the following
morning. Even though sorted and resdy for release, we ddd not free blvds ar
night because we felt thre in chelr discriented stetn they would have fared
peorly in the derkness.

We gorted the limed blvds into helding cages firzst by spacles and then
by category deponding on their conditfion amd intended disposition. Category
one conglsted of birds thar wera judged to be in excellent conditionaand
guitable for rinfing end release. Catepory Cen conalated of birds that were
relesgeable, but wers net in pood enowgh condition te ring. ALL of the birds
in thia cotegocy could £y, but meat wero missing feathers or were otherwlse
imperfect. #ivds dn category theee were those that could nor £y, but which
could be used for blomsidical ressarch or for musewn researeh apecinena.
tategory {our consisted of birds that Lad died or were too weak or damajged

to releasn. Birds in this catepory were chlovoformed, catologed and discarded.
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The odor of chlorpfom Tendered such birvds Inedible, at least in the opinion
of the villagers, and we are certain that they did Bhey did not atteapt ta
retrieve these birds for food.

Al of the hirds brought to us by the limers were recorded by species,
date, sex, age, and other particulars both for the atudy of liming and for
learning more nbout migratisn in Cyprus {a detniled analysis of the data Is
in preparaticn). Ringed birds were welghed and checked for fat before ralesse,
but this wes done more to ebtaln such values for vlable birds rather than tao
reflect natueal parsmeters (in view of the long holding pariod of our asemples).
Birds that were used for blomedical research ylelded bleed aanples for an
imwestigecion of virus dispersal duvolving palenrceic migrants and their relatives.
Specimens, vhich were taken mainly from unreleasible birds, Inclwled skins
and mnatomicel material which is oow deposiped at the Smithsonian Inetitutlon
and the Tritlsh Musems {Hatural Nistory).

Moge of the birds that were released were freed in the gparden of 8 house
we Temted fn Faralimni and at whieh we worked and ome (Mz. Kenneth lorner)
lived., We relessed birds in Paralimni in erder to hasten the prosoess and assure
greater survivel among tite freed birds, Taitially we cxperiensed difficulcy in
convriacing some villagers that relessed blrds shoulid be nllowed to escape Gthe
ares, but with the cooparetion of the 1ocal comatabulary and other willagere,
recapture wvas teluced to p =inbmm level. Very 1ittle liwing is done in the
rilloge itaeli, because of che prarelty of birdsand the seacbered nature and the
large size of the nearby trees. We are therelere reagonnbly confident thet
a imrge portion of the bivde released Lo the vilisze waa spared further pevse-
cution. 'l'h.is is particularily true I che birds moved novthward {an one opacts
gpring miprants to da}, but those that returned o the 1iming aress semth and
posthezst of the village wouldhave been again exposed to liming. That some of
7
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the birds we released did return to the 1ining ares {e attcsred to by the

local recovery of seme of our rings in the sane scason.

Resulte

In the period of 5 March through 11 Maw 1968, the limers of Paralimnd
brought te us a total of 25,201 birde of 9 species (Table). The actual
aunber of liming days repregented in this period is A4, which means that e
recelved an svernge of almese 3% birdas a Jday. The mest frodquently caught
bird was the Lesser Whitethroat (5415) followed Ly the Chiffchaff (4646) ond the
Blackeap (3%46)}. Togethee these three mpecies account for 10,7007 birds, or
35.8 perc cer.n: of the entire sample. Also taken in large musbera were
Fedstarte (1325}, Orphean Warblers (1062), Whitethroatsa (676}, Willow
Warblare (673}, Piled/Collared Flycathers (5683, and Subalpine Warblers (654).
Other mmerous specics were the Eobin, Hoopoe, Houae Spartow, and Pled
Whigeest (all 300 o 400); Mighiingale and Song Thrush (200 o 3000 : and
Ipabelline Whentear, Spobted Flycatbher, Jonelli's Warhier, Cuckao, Scope Owl
Masked Shrike, Wrynesh, Thrush-Mightingale, Heed Warbler, and Tree Fipit (a1l
100 to 200). Together, these % gpecies total 23,000 individusls, or 94,4
per cent of the sanple,

The apecies most vulnergble to liming wers the small to mediun sized
omes vhich frequently perch om trees and schoubs. Foth specics whdielh skulk
{#.g., Lesser Whirathroat, Blackeap ) as well as those which pareh fn comapie—
upus places (e.j., Redstart, Pled/Cellared Flycateher) were caught in large
mymbers.  The presence in oer esmple of large specics such an the Pallld
tarzier, Merlin, Bava Bwl, Short-Zored Mwl, and Lonz-Eared 0wl agbests to the
atrenybh and tonecity of bird-lime,

Of che 25, 201 bivdg eocmeined, 2300 fndividuals of &9 species wera in
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excellent condition and were ;1nge& with British Trust for Ovpithelegy riogs
before relesse. To date three of these birds have been recovered, including
n Hoopoe (Ayis Wapa, Cyprus), & White Wagtail (oear Veetin, Crechoplovakial,
and a Blackeap (Bedrut, Tebsnon). A szmall mumber of rings and tinged birds
wera also turmed ower to us by limers, including ones from England, Sweden,
Czachoslovakia, Cermany, the S5oviet Union, Jordan, Israel, and Nigeria
(details co appear elsevhere).

Another 9,436 bivda were relesged without being ringed. These as well
&8 birds that were vinged were cleansed of lime before being freed. The
13,445 birds that were oot relessed were mainly those that were dead, wealk,
and damaged by lime. Of these birds 2,939 weve usad in laboratory research
andfor prepared as specimens.

DM acussdon

Although the 25,201 birds brought to us by the limera iz a very large
figure, it {8 not the total of birds captured at Parali=mi in tha spring of
1968. fAs already stated neot all the lizere were willing to participate in
this study becsuse of the probless of handliog live birds. Consequently,
although, we know that 30 to 50 per cent of the limers were cooperating with
us in our study, the record of blrd captured is mot completa. Howaver, £
wa may assume that 30 to 50 per cent participation among the limers alss meant
that 3G to 50 per cent of the cateh wes recorded, them we may estimate that

S0,000 o 35,000 birds were captured at Paralisni in the spring of 196B. Ve

have no direct proof that these numbera were talken, but as wa saw ample evidence

that there were sdditiomal bivds sufficient for lecal conswmprion and sale in
the bars, we assume the caprture of many other birda.
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We have mome additional indirect evidence that the birde recorded by us
conntitut;d sigoificantly less tham the total catch. Early im the sesson we
asked the limers to estimate the sverage deily catch of birds for the entire
village in a typical spring Aeagon. After lengthy consultation and comsideration
it was agreed chat perhpps & hundred dozen birde per day would be the average
deily catech over sn entire apring seasen. Using this figuve times the total
number of daye (64) on which we recorded birds, one arrives at the figure of
76,800 birvde for the period. Our semple ia sbowt 3 per cent of this estimate,
which 1= in keeping with the fact that only 30 to 50 per cent of the limers
brought ps their birds.

The limers of Faralimni told us that they toke birds from early Mareh
through mid-May (hut mainly mid-Marech througlh late April) and again frem lace
Auguet to esarly NWevember (but mainly early September through late October).
This totals approximately 10 weeka in the apring and 10 in the autumn, of which
the moat intense pericds of liming are about £ end § weeks respectively. Somae
liming is also carried owt throegh the swmer (K. Porner, pers. che.) in che
pren, but the limers told we that little or no li=ming was dome In the winter
near Paralimafl, altheugh elsevhere on the island Song Thrushes ave Iimed in the
wintar.

Although the limers agreed that the major liming scason at Paralimnd is
in the auvtums, they also sald thet considernble liming hes traditfonally been
done im the spring. m the other hand, RTournme (1963 L. 0. 5. BZull. Ho. 13) re-
ported, on the bagis of his experlence in 1956-58, thet little liming was done
in Cyprus Iin the spring. Whether or nob & change bas oceurred in the sepsonal
activity of liming on the island is @ifficult to determine. In the spring of
1968 1imed hirds vere on sale not only ot Taralimnd but in the merket at
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Famagusta and on the road hazwa;n Miecosia and Limassel. In additlon, Peter
Stewsrt reported liming at that time on the Akrotiri Peninsuls, and Faul
Heophytou gawe us & Pallid Marrier that he obtained from limers meay Kor=akici.
That spring liming existed bafore 1968 is reflected in a few recoveries of rings
from limed or preswmably 1imed bivds, whiech have been reported by the Cyprus
Oraithologicsl Scciety or which were turned cver to Us.

There are seversl reasons for liming heiog practiced om a smaller scale
in the spring than the sutums in Paralioni. Of major importance is the fact
that many villagers are busily engeged in farming in the apring and therefore
camnot take time to lime birds on a large scale. In fact, most of the villﬁgt::
wa knew to ba liming in the spring wers clder people, whe could ne lenger do
heavy work, children, snd others who either did not farm or who had time free
from their farming dus ko extrs help, s=all scresge, or crops that were mot
in need of care (e.g. orchards).

tiot only are villagers busier in the apring than in the autumn but birds
are both scarcer and less fat In the spring season and thezefore lesg attractiva
to the limers. The villagers estimated that in the sutusn the average dally
cateh of birds was about four times that of the spring, or 400 dozes bivds per
day. That birds sre also fatter im the autumn than in the epring was demon-—
strated by our examination of carcasses st the twe saasons. The fatness of
emall birde reflects on their taste {ascording to the Cypriocs), which in turn
affects thelr desirsblility and price. The difference mesns that birds in the
aubumn are twe af three times an valpable to the Iimer as in the spring, the price
betre 1 ehilling to 1/6 (1000 mils) ms oppomed to 6d (500 mils) per dozem.
With four times the hirds at double or triple the price it is little womder
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that liming is such am 1mportuué activity In Fareliani in the sutwmn. At
thet seagon, particularly oo weskends and in the evenings, outsiders flock to

L

the villege bers to drink bheer and eat "ambelopoulyn” {(Greek for "vine bicds,”
applied to all smsll birds perved fried, broiled, pickled, etc. as snacks and
mesls) by the dezen. Paralfmnd hss even staged an "ssbelopoulva fals™ to
attract more customers.

The nunber of birds teken st Ferelinmi every year is an Intevesting matter
of speculation. As mentioned slready the moin liming season in the spring is
6 weeks long and the total sesson is approximately 10 wwels. 5ix weeks st the
eatimated 100 par doren bivds per day pives uws a total of 50,800 birds and the
4 additional wesks of less intenalve liming may swell this te &0,000 or more.
In the sutwnn the main seﬂﬂnﬁ-iﬂ # weeks and the total 1z 10 weeka. Edghe
wveeks 8t 404 dozen birds per day is 08,800 birds with £ additicnal weeks
increasing it to. perhaps 285,000 bivda. The annual cateh at Farvaliond may be
345,000 birda.

One may also apply the eatimates of hirds captured at Paralimml, &t least
for the autuwmn, te Cyprus as a vhole to caleuwlate a possible annual toll fﬂ{
the island. This figure will bf course be far leoss accurate thas that for
Faralimmf hecsuse our eatimates for the rest of the island aee purely speculative.

Cyprua has an avea of 3372 aquare miles. Frocisely what poctien of this is
subject o liming is problematical, but conscrvatively let ue aspuse chat only
3} per cent af the total area iz subject to prolonged and intense liming in the
autemn {e.g., Larneca, Ayics Theodores, Paphos areas), Thus we can apply the
egti=ote of Faralimni’s catech to 3 per cent of the area of Cyprus (lﬂ?lsquarc
miles). Since Paralimni's liming srea 1s about 10 squore =iles, the cateh for
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caged for its beauty or SO0F. pesuming that one haz the zight to sttempt to
change the thinking of Cypriots and bring about a sclentific and a deeper
gathetic mppreciation of hirdlife amcng these people, the question erises as
te how this cem be dome. The baslc answer seéeus to be nﬁn of education;
education at &11 levels and in a massive doge. At the same time the need also
exigts for the govermment of Cyprus to eensider controls on liming, which would
reduca or at lesst hold the lime against dagtruction of birdlife while attempts
are made to inwtill acceptance of censervstien snd perhaps create an appreciation
of pature in the pepulation. Before suggesting meana of controlling li=ming,
the necesslty exists for first examining the effects of and reacticne to auch
A move.

1f the 265,000 bvirds captured in Paralimni each autumn were sold at tha
standard price of one Cyprus & per dozen, an inceme of 523,750 would be realized.
44 to this 0,000 birds captured in the spring and seld at 10 ahillings per
dogen and the annusl income frew birds reeches B 26,250. As the people of
faroliznil consune part of their catch themselves rathey than selling 1T, not all
of this income im realized ss ealeulated here. The loss of income due to local
eensuzption of small birds may be off-set, howewer, by the faet that many of
the birds capturad and scld are larger specles, which bring vp to 10 shillings
sach. Thus, let us accept & 26,250 as the tesle moneal Income from birds dn
Taralimni.

pccording to figures fros the United States Information Service the
popuiatiém of Parslioni is approsimately 3600 and the pes capita income 1s L 120
The per capits dietributioen of the L 26,250 in incoms from nirds is sbout k [
or approximately & per cemt of the tatal per caplta income. Thus {f bird Liming
were bameed, the willsgers would stand to loge 6 per cent of their lnceome, not
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to menticn a source of protein in:thtir diet, elbeit quite mfnor end popular sport.
While this lose might not sess significant on &n overall banis, it would be very
unpopular in the village, sndf@oresome low income families Lt could pose a herd-
ship as well. Even assuming tﬂut the percentige of faniiiea that would be adverssly
gffactad by & ban on bird-liming would probebly be nmall; the unpopularity of such
a decipion, echoediin village after village, would be expected to be great. Ewen
gmnong those Cypricte whe consume rather theam capture birds one could expactkt a

‘considersble outcry agalnet s =ove to deprive them of "ambelopoulya.” Such un=
popularity in this parlimentary country could amount to a rejectlon of the idea.
Instead ofan cutright ban on liming the beat approach maems one of bringing it
under governmental ::m;ttml, concomitantly with educstion in nature copservation.
To date the scopea of education in nsture donservancy in Cyprus has beep amall,
Host of the information that has been mada dvallsble has come from ps=phlets and
newspapers. In the spring of 1968 sdditional efforts to provide Information were
made in & lecture and a televisfon £dlm sponsored by the Smitheonian Institution
and the U, 5. Informatlon Service. Much more is necessary in order te bring the
aubject to wider sttention, especially in the achools and via the mass media.
The zbove agencies and the Cyprus Ornithological Society sre continuing in
their effortes to promote conservation on the ilmland, including the training of
local people in ornitholeogical work snd the dissuing of Informatieca on birds,
conservation, and related subjects., In addition, the government of Cyprus has
become Incressingly aware of the problema and iz now fnvolved in exploring the
posgibilitifes of its cooperation and actien. Farticularly promiaing are proapects
of the development of a nature tourism Industry on the island((swch as in Laet
Africa), eomplete with mationel parks and preserves, tours, ond informatiom on
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notural artractions. The devdlopment of sueh so industry eould have profeund
effects toward comtrolling and eventually sbolishing the liming industry, simce
income from tourism would probsbly far cutstrip that from "azbelepoulya.”
Hopefully im the near foture the Fldainges, Mouwflon, Eleoncra's Felcons, wild-
flovers, snd other natural attractions of the fsland will be safe-guarded
and will attract as many tourizte as now come to ses the beaches, ruins, &ad
monssterien.
Recommendations

The following recommendatieng are a distillation of informstion and ideas
from many sourees, including the present study, the Cyprus Rovernmoant, the-
Cyprus Ornithological Soclety, and conservetiondets throughout the world. This
liet 18 essentially i:hn game pne that I pubzitted to the goversment of Cyprus
in April 1968. T have not recormended the exclesion of any species from Iiming
hecauge of the problems of identification, enforcemsnt, and the fact that ooce
limed, a bird may have to be destroyed regardlesa of rarity. 1In oost cases
the wvulntrsble species on Cyprus would be sccorded protection om the basis of
the geographical restriction of liming herein propoand.

1. Liming should ke restricted to thope arese where it 13 8 tradirienal

cccupation and of significast econc=ic i=portance to the populationm.

Thiz would restriet liming to the areaa such as Paralimnl, and keep 1t

from ppresding to other parts of the izland vhere £t 1 not well

established. Liming would be strictly banned in or nesr nature regerves.

1. Liming should be sessonally restricted to u:m;: month in rhe spring(l%

(15 Hareh 15 April) and ome &nd a half momths In the autumn (1 Septenber

to 15 October); & one month winter seasom =ight also e permicted.

€15 December to 15 January). The searonal perlods weunld sllow a pertion.
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of the early and the late Eigmntﬂ to proceed unmolested and would
assure breeding birds an immunity from persecutiom. Winter and sprimg
seanons would not be allowed in areas where they were net rraditional.
3. All limexs end sellers of limed birds should require licenses,
and the pale or transport of limed hirds outside legal liming areas
would be prohibired. Curtaflment of intermationsl traffic in limed
birde (mainly es pickles) should be considered, not only in Cyprus,
but alsc in the recipient coomtriea, pavtieulsrly England.

4. The growing of hird-like trees should be banned cutside legal
lming areas and those cuteide such areas should ke cur dewm; the
making of lime and sale or transport of lizme or lime-sticks cutside
the Iiming areas should alse he prohibited.

5. A commiseion should be sppointed to study liming and {ts contral.
In additiom, an enforcement section should be met up to carry out this
control and possibly te function In the centrel of shooting and other

forwa of birdlife destruction.
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made helpful eriticisma. Dr. ﬂ, E. F. Bourne criginally — suggented a
study of bird-liming for the purposes of consarvation and has critically

sppraisad this study and repork.
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