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SUMMARY   
 
In March, April and May 2017, the Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) and the 
Foundation Pro Biodiversity (SPA – Stiftung Pro Artenvielfalt) conducted their 10th Spring 
Bird Protection Camp (BPC) in Cyprus. The Camp took place from 25th March – 7th May 
2017.  
 
Twelve activists from 6 different countries participated at the Camp and monitored bird 
trapping activity in the south-eastern part of the island: Famagusta and Larnaca Districts 
within Republic of Cyprus and the Eastern Sovereign Base Area (ESBA), the British 
Overseas Territory in Cyprus. During the Camp, 282 known trapping sites were 
investigated and 62 (22.0 %) of them were found to be active. The percentage of active 
trapping sites was the second lowest ever recorded and 6.1 percent lower than in the 
previous spring, when 28.1 % of all investigated sites were found to be active. The majority 
of all detected active sites (56) were found in Famagusta District. 
 
In total, 1834 limesticks, 19 mist nets and 10 electronic bird callers were seized 
during the Camp. The number of seized limesticks was similar to the previous spring 
while the number of seized nets was lower than in spring 2016. In total, 430 wild protected 
birds belonging to 25 different species were found trapped or killed during the Camp. 97 
birds were rescued from traps, 5 birds from aviaries, 29 birds were found dead in the traps 
and 310 dead birds were seized by enforcement officers during investigations.  
 
During the Camp we cooperated with police officers from the Republic of Cyprus Police, 
Sovereign Base Area (SBA) Police and with game wardens from Game and Fauna 
Service (GFS). We reported 32 active trapping sites to them and they investigated 14 of 
them (38.9 %). Enforcement officers caught and prosecuted trappers at only 6 sites 
reported by our teams. The percentage of investigated trapping sites was the lowest ever 
recorded at Spring BPCs and the number of prosecutions was the lowest since 2012. 
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1   INTRODUCTION 

 
Cyprus lies on one of the key migratory routes that birds use during their journey between 
Europe and Africa, with around 100 million birds visiting the island every spring and 
autumn (Lederer 2016). Cyprus is also an important wintering place for birds which 
migrate to Cyprus to avoid harsh winter conditions in Europe.  
 
Cyprus is one of the main hotspots of illegal bird killing in the Mediterranean. It is 
estimated that more than 2 million migrating birds get caught and killed in illegal traps 
every year in Cyprus (Brochet et al. 2016). Trapping has affected a total of 153 recorded 
wild bird species, of which 78 are threatened and listed on Annex 1 of the Birds Directive 
or listed in one of SPEC (Species of European Conservation Concern) categories (Birdlife 
Cyprus 2016). 
 
CABS and SPA organise Bird Protection Camps in Cyprus three times per year; in spring, 
autumn and winter seasons, to prevent illegal, non-selective and large-scale trapping, 
killing and trade of migratory birds passing through Cyprus. During the Camps our 
volunteers monitor bird trapping activity in the field and report active trapping sites to the 
competent authorities for immediate intervention. 
 
This spring, the 10th successive Spring Bird Protection Camp was organised by CABS 
and SPA in Cyprus. It took place from 25th March until 7th May 2017.  
 

 
Picture 1: Bag with bird feathers found at one of the trapping sites investigated  
during Spring 2017 Bird Protection Camp (Photo: CABS) 
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2   WORKING METHODS 

 
A total of 12 activists from Cyprus, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, Great Britain and Slovenia 
participated in the Camp. Participants searched for active trapping sites in the field and 
reported them to enforcement agencies for immediate action against trapping.  
 
Trapping sites that are considered active are those with set traps (either limesticks or mist 
nets), as well as those with no traps at the moment of visit but with signs of recent trapping 
activity. Feathers on the ground at trapping locations or pieces of glue on branches 
indicate that a location was recently active. Furthermore, trapping sites with electronic bird 
callers playing at them, even if there are no traps set out at the time of visiting, are counted 
as active. These callers are sometimes used solely in the night to attract birds to the 
trapping site and the trappers set their traps at them in the early morning.  
 

Due to the small number of participants, field investigations were limited to the main 
trapping hotspots in Cyprus: Famagusta District, Larnaca District and the British Overseas 
Territory on Cyprus, the Eastern Sovereign Base Area (ESBA) (Picture 2).  
 

 
Picture 2: Cyprus and the areas monitored during Spring 2017 Bird Protection Camp 
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3   RESULTS OF THE BIRD PROTECTION CAMP 

 

3.1 TRAPPING ACTIVITY 

 
3.1.1 MONITORING OF TRAPPING ACTIVITY  
 
In Spring 2017 CABS and SPA organised the longest ever Spring Camp, lasting for 44 
days in total. The long duration of the Camp allowed us to cover most of the spring 
trapping season, which is considered to last for approximately 60 days from mid-March to 
mid-May.  
 
Our teams checked 282 trapping sites during the Camp. Most of the field investigations 
were conducted in Famagusta District, where we checked 259 out of 282 sites. According 
to our previous observations, prenuptial bird migration is particularly high in this district and 
consequently trapping is concentrated in this area during spring. 
 
Of the 282 sites checked, 62 were found active, either with set traps or with signs of recent 
trapping, such as feathers on the ground. Most of them, 56, were found in Famagusta 
District (Table 1, Figure 1, Picture 3).  
 
Table 1: Results of monitoring of trapping activity during Spring 2017 Bird Protection 
Camp. ESBA = Eastern Sovereign Base Area. 

Famagusta 
 District 

Larnaca 
District 

ESBA All 

No. of sites checked  259 19 4 282 

No. of active trapping sites found 56 3 3 62 

Percentage of active sites found 90.2 % 4.9 % 4.9 % 100.0 % 
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Figure 1: Percentages of trapping sites found to be active during Spring 2017 Bird 
Protection Camp per regions. ESBA = Eastern Sovereign Base Area. 
 

 
Picture 3: Distribution of trapping sites found to be active during Spring 2017 Bird 
Protection Camp. ESBA = Eastern Sovereign Base Area. 
 
At the 62 sites found to be active during the Camp, trapping activity was detected 108 
times, meaning that on average each site was found active 1.7 times. Table 2 presents the 
number of detections of trapping activity at active sites for each week of the Camp. The 
highest number of active trapping sites detected per volunteer was recorded at the 
beginning of the Camp, with a successive decrease, following the fluctuation of the 
migration, but without reaching the initial figure. This can be explained by the lack of 
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enforcement actions against trapping outside the BPCs. In spring 2016 we observed that 
the Game and Fauna Service was not making any efforts in prosecuting trappers in the 
Famagusta area (Debersek 2017). 
 
Table 2: Trapping activity over the duration of the Spring 2017 Bird Protection Camp 

  
25th-31st 

March 
1st-7th 
 April 

8th-14th 
April 

15th-21th 
April 

22nd-28th 
April  

29th April 
-7th May 

No. of active  
sites found 

16 14 19 17 19 24 

No. of volunteers 
monitoring 
trapping activity  

2 3 5.6 4 4.6 6 

No. of active sites 
found per volunteer 
per day  

1.1 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.4 

 
3.1.2 COMPARISON OF TRAPPING ACTIVITY DETECTED AT SPRING BIRD 
PROTECTION CAMPS BETWEEN 2011 AND 2017  
 
As we check different number of trapping sites every year at the Spring Bird Protection 
Camp, we cannot use the number of found active sites to compare trapping activity 
between different years. To compare it, the percentage between all active sites and all 
checked trapping sites is the most appropriate measure.  
 
This spring the percentage of trapping sites found active during field investigations was 
22.0 %. This is the second lowest percentage of detected active sites recorded at Spring 
Bird Protection Camps between 2011 and 2017 (Table 3, Figure 2). With exception of the 
year 2015, this percentage is steadily decreasing and it indicates that spring trapping 
activity in south-eastern Cyprus has considerably declined in the period 2011-2017. 
 
Table 3: Comparison of trapping activity recorded at Spring Bird Protection Camps 
between 2011 and 2017 

Spring Bird Protection Camp 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Duration of Bird Protection Camp (days) 13 25 27 23 29 43 44 

No. of  sites checked  122 238 267 311 249 395 282 

No. of active trapping sites found 78 120 111 102 51 111 62 

Percentage of active trapping sites 63.9 50.4 41.6 32.8 20.5 28.1 22.0 
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Figure 2: Percentage of active trapping sites recorded at Spring Bird Protection Camps in 
the last seven years 
 
3.1.3 ACTIVITY OF TRAPPING SITES WITH PREVIOUS PROSECUTIONS  
 
During field investigations we regularly find trapping activity at the same sites where 
trappers were caught and prosecuted in the past. This spring we checked 38 trapping sites 
with previous prosecutions and 9 of them were found to be active again (Table 4). 
 
Table 4: Activity of the trapping sites with previous prosecutions checked during Spring 
2017 Bird Protection Camp 

No. of sites  with previous prosecutions checked 38 

No. of reactivated  prosecuted sites  9 

Percentage of reactivated prosecuted sites  23.7 

 
The percentage of reactivated prosecuted trapping sites this spring was higher than it was 
in the previous two Spring Bird Protection Camps (Table 5). Nevertheless, this percentage 
is much lower than that routinely recorded during Autumn Bird protection Camps in 
Cyprus. For example, in autumn 2016 the percentage of reactivated prosecuted sites was 
57.1 (Debersek and Rutigliano 2016d). The reason for this discrepancy is the difference 
between the nature of trapping in spring and autumn trapping seasons. In spring, trapping 
is less intensive and more amateur-like. Trappers mostly use limesticks and catch birds for 
their own consumption. In autumn, trapping is more intensive and many trappers trap for 
profit. As these profits can be very high, they can easily compensate the fines received 
when they are caught and prosecuted for trapping and hence they continue with this illegal 
activity, even reusing sites that have been visited by enforcement officers before.  
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Table 5: Comparison of activity of the trapping sites with previous prosecutions checked 
during Spring Bird Protection Camps 2015-2017 

Spring Bird Protection Camp 2015 2016 2017 

No. of sites  with previous prosecutions 
checked  

37 65 38 

No. of reactivated  prosecuted sites  7 14 9 

Percentage of reactivated prosecuted sites  18.9 21.5 23.7 

 

3.2 SEIZED TRAPPING PARAPHERNALIA 

 
During the Camp, 62 trapping sites were found to be active. At 54 active sites set traps 
were found and on the remaining 8 sites signs of recent trapping activity were observed. 
 
Altogether, 1932 limesticks and 19 nets were observed at those sites. Electronic callers 
were used to attract birds in 9 cases. Volunteers and enforcement officers removed 1835 
limesticks and 19 nets from the investigated sites (Table 6). 
 
Table 6: Trapping paraphernalia found during Spring 2017 Bird Protection Camp 
No. of all active sites found 62 
No. of active sites with set traps found on them  54 
Trapping with limesticks   
No. of sites found with set limesticks 49 
No. of sites using electronic callers 6 
No. of found limesticks  1932 
No. of seized limesticks  1835 
Average number of limesticks used per site 39.4 
Trapping with nets   
No. of sites found  with set nets  5 
No. of sites using electronic callers 3 
No. of found nets  19 
No. of seized nets  19 
Average number of nets used per site 3.8 

 
The number of seized limesticks this spring was the third lowest and the number of seized 
nets was the lowest at Spring Bird Protection Camps since 2011 (Table 7, Figure 3).  
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

    

 

13 

 

Spring 2017 Bird Protection Camp 

Table 7: Comparison of seized paraphernalia during Spring Protection Camps 2011-2017  

Spring Bird Protection Camp 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Duration of BPC 13 25 27 23 29 43 44 

No. of limesticks 3892 5461 3371 2256 1470 1828 1835 

No. of mist nets 33 20 32 27 25 50 19 

No. of electronic bird callers 12 17 16 10 10 13 9 
 

 

Figure 3: Seized limesticks and mist nets during Spring Bird Protection Camps 2011-2017  
 

3.3 BIRDS FOUND IN TRAPS, AVIARIES AND IN THE POSSESSION OF 
TRAPPERS 

 
In total, 430 birds belonging to 25 different species were either rescued from traps and 
aviaries or found dead in traps and in the possession of trappers during the Camp (Table 
8). 
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Table 8: Birds found trapped, illegally kept or killed during Spring Bird Protection Camp 
2017 

  

  

No. of 
birds 

 rescued 
from traps 

No. of 
birds 

rescued 
from 

aviaries 

No. of 
birds 
found 

dead in 
traps 

No. of  birds 
found dead in 
possession 
of trappers 

1 Lesser whitethroat  23 
 

3   

2 Blackcap  21 
 

1   

3 Common Nightingale  4 
 

2   

4 Willow warbler  2 
  

  

5 Robin  1 
 

1   

7 Masked shrike  1 
  

  

8 Woodchat shrike 1 
  

  

9 Eastern Bonelli's warbler 1 
  

  

10 Wheatear  1 
  

  

11 Tree pipit  1 
  

  

12 House sparrow  1 
  

  

13 Garden warbler  1 
  

  

14 Song thrush  
 

3 
 

  

15 Wood pigeon  
 

1 
 

  

16 Wryneck  
  

5   

17 Common Redstart  
  

2   

18 Golden oriole  
  

2   

19 Spectacled warbler  
  

2   

20 Pied flycatcher  
  

1   

21 Scops Owl  
  

1   

22 Hoopoe  
  

1   

23 Cretzschmar's bunting  
  

1   

24 Chiffchaff  
  

1   

25 Whinchat  
  

1   

  Unidentified 39   5 310 

  Total 97 4 29 310 
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Picture 4: Masked Shrike rescued from a limestick during the Spring 2017 Bird Protection 
Camp (Photo: CABS)  
 

4   RESULTS OF COOPERATION WITH ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES 

 

4.1 OVERALL RESULTS 

 
During the Camp we cooperated with the Anti-Poaching Squad (APS) and local police 
officers from the Republic of Cyprus Police; police officers from Sovereign Base Areas 
(SBA) Police; and with game wardens from the Game and Fauna Service. Altogether we 
reported 32 active trapping sites to them and they have investigated 14 of them. Six 
investigations ended with catching and prosecuting individuals involved in illegal bird 
trapping (Table 9). 
 
In total, only 43.8 % of reported sites were investigated by enforcement officers this spring. 
This is much less as previous spring, when this percentage was 74.2 % (Table 10). 
Number of prosecutions made for the reported sites this spring is the lowest ever recorded 
at Spring Bird Protection Camps between 2012 and 2017 (Figure 4).  
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Table 9: Overall results of cooperation with enforcement agencies during Spring 2017 Bird 
Protection Camp. APS = Anti-Poaching Squad; SBA = Sovereign Base Areas 

  
Cyprus  
Police  
APS 

Game 
wardens 

Cyprus Police  
on-duty 
officers 

SBA Police  
on-duty  
officers 

All 
agencies 

No. of reported sites 15 8 5 4 32 
No. of investigated  
sites 

5 1 4 4 14 

Percentage of 
investigated sites (%) 

33.3 12.5 80.0 100.0 43.8 

Prosecutions 4 1 0 1 6 
 

Table 10: Comparison of enforcement results at Spring Bird Protection Camps 2016 and 
2017 

Spring Bird Protection Camp 2016 2017 

No. of reported sites 31 32 

No. of investigated  sites 23 14 

Percentage of 
investigated sites (%) 

74.2 43.8 

Prosecutions made at 
investigated sites 

13 6 

 

 

Figure 4: Number of prosecutions for illegal bird trapping made at Spring Bird Protection 
Camps between 2012 and 2017 
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4.2 COOPERATION WITH ANTI-POACHING SQUAD (APS) FROM CYPRUS 
POLICE 

 
We arranged 12 joint operations with APS officers before the start of the Spring Camp. 
Cooperation started well and until 10th April we conducted 3 joint operations with good 
results. APS officers caught and prosecuted 4 trappers reported by us.  
 
Around that date the APS leadership changed hands and that had a significant impact on 
the cooperation between CABS and SPA teams and APS officers. From 10th to 19th April 
we conducted 6 joint operations and reported 8 active trapping sites to the APS officers. 
None of the reported sites were investigated. To make the Cyprus Police Headquarters 
aware of this lack of cooperation, we decided to cancel the joint operations with APS in 
May 2017 (Annex 1). 
 
Table 11: Detailed results of the joint CABS, SPA and Anti-Poaching Squad (APS) 
operations during Spring 2017 Bird Protection Camp. 

Monitoring of trapping sites 

No. of days working together with APS 9 

No. of active trapping sites reported by CABS and SPA members 15 

No. of active trapping sites investigated by APS 5 

No. of sites with prosecution of trappers  4 

No. of sites with confiscation of trapping paraphernalia only 0 

No. of sites where nothing was found by APS 1 

No. of sites without investigation 10 

No. of cases with investigation of premises 4 

Seized trapping paraphernalia 

Limesticks 275 

Mist nets 0 

Electronic bird callers 1 

 

4.3 COOPERATION WITH GAME WARDENS 

 
During the Camp we reported to the game wardens from Game and Fauna Service (GFS) 
3 trapping sites and 5 sites where protected wild birds were kept in aviaries. The response 
from the wardens was disappointing. They investigated only 1 out of 8 reported sites 
(Table 12). Even if we always contacted their field patrol unit, which was already patrolling 
the area for illegal activities, they were always busy with other work at the time of our call 
and were unable to investigate reported sites.  
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This is not the first season in which we have observed a lack of response from game 
wardens for reported trapping cases. Considering the low number of prosecutions for bird 
trapping game wardens made in 2016 (Debersek 2017), we had expected more interest in 
cooperation, but this was not the case either in this season. 
 
Table 12: Detailed results of game wardens investigations of reported sites during Spring 
2017 Bird Protection Camp. 

Monitoring of trapping sites 

No. of active trapping sites and sites with illegally kept bird in 
aviaries reported by CABS and SPA teams  

8 

No. of trapping sites visited by game wardens 1 

No. of sites with prosecution of trappers  1 

No. of sites with confiscation of trapping paraphernalia only 0 

No. of sites without investigation 0 

No. of cases with investigation of premises 0 

Seized trapping paraphernalia 

Limesticks 48 

Mist nets 0 

Electronic bird callers 0 

 

4.4 COOPERATION WITH LOCAL POLICE OFFICERS FROM CYPRUS POLICE  

 
During the Camp we reported 5 active trapping sites to the police officers on duty at Ayia 
Napa and Paralimni police stations. The results of their investigations are presented in 
Table 13. 
 
Local police officers did not make any prosecutions at the reported sites, they  
only confiscated traps, also in well fenced-in sites, where the owner could unequivocally 
be held liable for the possession and use of traps. 
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Table 13: Detailed results of the investigations made by local police officers from Cyprus 
Police during Spring 2017 Bird Protection Camp 

Monitoring of trapping sites 

No. of active trapping sites reported by CABS and SPA teams  5 

No. of trapping sites visited by on-duty police officers 4 

No. of sites with prosecution of trappers  0 

No. of sites with confiscation of trapping paraphernalia only 3 

No. of sites without investigation 1 

No. of cases with investigation of premises 0 

Seized trapping paraphernalia 

Limesticks 96 

Mist nets 0 

Electronic bird callers 0 

 

4.5 COOPERATION WITH SBA POLICE 

 
This spring we didn’t arrange joint operations with the Anti–Poaching Unit (APU) from SBA 
Police as we did in previous years. We have learned from experience that spring trapping 
in the ESBA occurs rarely and sporadically. In accordance with this, we decided to make 
field investigations independently and report detected trapping activity to the SBA Police 
officers that were on duty at that time. The results of cooperation with SBA Police officers 
are presented in Table 14.  
 
Table 14: Detailed results of the investigations made by Sovereign Base Areas (SBA) 
police officers during Spring 2017 Bird Protection Camp 

Monitoring of trapping sites 

No. of active trapping sites reported by CABS & SPA teams 4 

No. of active trapping sites visited by SBA Police 4 

No. of sites with prosecution of trappers  1 

No. of sites with confiscation of trapping paraphernalia only 3 

No. of sites where nothing was found by APU 0 

No. of sites without investigation 0 

No. of cases with investigation of premises 0 

Seized trapping paraphernalia 

Limesticks 0 

Mist nets 17 

Electronic bird callers 4 
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5   CONCLUSIONS 

 
Spring bird trapping has been declining over the last 7 years in south-eastern Cyprus 
according to the data gathered by CABS and SPA members. This decrease was steady 
between 2011 and 2015, when the APS was conducting bird trapping field investigations 
both in the day and night time and for most of the spring season in Famagusta district. In 
spring 2016 a change of work schedule for the APS resulted in fewer field investigations 
made by APS officers, causing a reversal in the trend (Figure 2, page 11). Luckily the 
presence of CABS and SPA managed to keep the pressure on trappers and in 2017 this 
trend has taken again a slow downward direction. Nevertheless, 62 active trapping sites 
were found during field investigations, restricted to a small part of Cyprus. Almost all 
investigations were conducted in Famagusta District within the Republic of Cyprus. 
Therefore we can reason that there were, in fact, few hundred trapping sites active across 
the whole of Cyprus this spring.  
 
Illegal bird killing in spring has a big impact on bird populations, as every bird that is killed 
during spring migration usually results in one fewer breeding pair in Europe. It also affects 
a wide range of species. This is evident from the results from the Spring Camp as we 
found 25 different bird species in the traps or in the possession of poachers.  
 
Despite the big impact of spring trapping, the authorities of the Republic of Cyprus and UK 
SBAs are not taking this issue seriously and are not implementing the Laws for the 
Protection of Wild Birds. In the previous spring game wardens made only 1 prosecution for 
illegal bird trapping (GFS, written communication), APS officers made 10 prosecutions, 
Cyprus Police local officers made 2 prosecutions and SBA Police officers made 1 
prosecution. All prosecutions but the one made by the GFS were initiated by our members 
during Spring Bird Protection Camp 2016 (Debersek and Rutigliano 2016c): without our 
interventions all enforcement agencies in the Republic of Cyprus would have achieved 
only 1 prosecution on their own. 
 
The lack of pro-active law enforcement against trapping was evident again during this 
spring. The highest number of active trapping sites detected at the beginning of the Spring 
Camp, followed by a decrease as soon as trappers noticed our presence in the field, can 
only mean that trappers felt undisturbed until the start of the Spring Camp.  
 
The cooperation with law enforcement units this spring was the worst in the last several 
years. With fewer joint operations carried out together with enforcement officers than in 
previous years and with fewer hours of cooperation per day, we had the chance to report 
only 32 out of the 62 detected active trapping sites. Moreover, the officers investigated 
only 14 out of 32 cases (43.8 %) reported by our members.  
 
Especially disappointing was the cooperation with game wardens and APS officers as they 
investigated only 1 out of 8 and 5 out of 15 reported cases respectively. The overall low 
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number of prosecutions made for reported cases is also worrying. All together only 6 
prosecutions for bird trapping were made during the Spring Camp and this is much less 
than previous spring, when 13 prosecutions were made (Debersek and Rutigliano 2016c). 
 
The lack of cooperation with the APS is a matter of major concern, since these joint 
operations were the main tool against rampant bird trapping in previous years. Since the 
end of the Camp we have started an open dialogue (Annex 2 and 3) with the Minister of 
Justice and Public Order and the Cyprus police Headquarters in order to again establish a 
minimum standard of professionality and a proficient modus operandi which does not allow 
any step back in the results achieved by the APS. 
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